
 
 

May 14, 2013 

UHC General Meeting Minutes 

Mickey - Call to Order 7:15pm 

Introduced Jon Fell from City of Buffalo Office of Strategic Planning - RE Buffalo Green Code  

Process started in 2010 

 - 1st component is the Buffalo Land Use Plan 

-2nd Unified Development code (zoning ad public regulations)  

 1925 first zoning ordinance for city of Buffalo 

 1953 updated zoning to what is still used (until Green Code comes into effect) - a very car 

centric plan 

 1977 First Land use plan.  

 Green Code Goals: Walkable, mixed use neighborhoods.  

 Making it easy for smart development.  

Questions:  

 Joe S. - Please explain the "fast track development process" and how the public will still have 

input in approvals in their neighborhood. A - once the code is approved, proposals that will 

abide with the code will be approved. The public will be informed.  

 Linda K. - Will there be large scale re-tree efforts? A. - We support retreeing the city, and 

every time there is development there needs to be a tree every 30 feet in the right of way. 

Current code says that any tree that is removed needs to be replaced. Other than that there 

is no specific plan for retreeing the city.  

7:55pm 

Mickey - we'll go over the hour, we want to keep everyone up to speed on things.  

1. Ray - Rails to Trails Update. Met with the City last week. A very substantial meeting with city 

officials. 



 
 

City is supportive and is moving forward with the project, although specifics are being discussed 

still (i.e. The straight shot down city property through Linear Park vs. NFTA property. We 

propose we need to move the path at Merrimac to NFTA property because of wetlands etc. Also 

discussing possibility of going out to Starin, but the area from Main Street to Kenmore Ave is the 

priority.  

 

Next Step - City to work out agreement with NFTA for the land use from Merrimac to Kenmore 

Avenue. (may be doing so this week, moving very quickly) 

 

For more information and to see the project maps please visit the Rails to Trails section of the 

UHC website here:  http://www.ourheights.org/railstotrails/index.html 

 

2. Candy - Linear Park - UB Students have been out cleaning things up but more needs to be done. 

Tentative cleanup (weather permitting) on June 1st  

 

3. Candy - Tool Library Fundraiser - May 18th from 11-5pm Psychic Readings ($1 per minute) and 

Jewelry Sale (nothing over $10) 

 

4. Martha - Garden Walk - Wants every single garden to join! Sign up 

 Posters will soon be going up all over District.  

 Darren is designing a new permanent logo! And we will have new permanent signs.  

 Next Meeting is May 30th --- Also join us on Facebook.  

 Seed and Plant exchange at the UCFM June 1st 9-1pm 

 Party at Linda Kunz on Northrup night before the walk (July 12/13) 

5. Gail – Farmers Market - Market open this Saturday through Oct 12 - Join us! Still accepting 

volunteers and vendors.  

 

6. Aaron – Tool Library PULL Projects - Groups are working on their final projects now! In the 

evaluation phase and will report specifically next month.  

 

7. Darren - Graffiti Grant - Using a smartphone app to track and erase graffiti.  

 

Q - Linda Kunz - I don't have a smartphone can I just tell you where it is?  

A - Darren - YES! Always. You can email uhtl@ourheights.org with locations of graffiti 

 

http://www.ourheights.org/railstotrails/index.html
mailto:uhtl@ourheights.org


 
 

Mickey - Nuisance Bars closed on Main Street.  

Businessman’s meeting at the Steer last week, learned what the plans are with UB South Campus and 

Developers in the area (Bethune Lofts, LaSalle Development, Cantalician Center).  Many attended, old 

and new.  

Discussion of changes with different properties on Main.  

Introduction of Deputy Mayor Ellen Grant - says hello, former UB student feels at home in The Heights.  

Introduction of Kevin Helfer - Commissioner of Parking  

Meeting adjourned. 8:22pm 

 


